The political and economic impact of monopolies receives far too little serious treatment in the academic literature given the rapid consolidation of enterprise that we have seen in recent years. Unfortunately, this book lacks any coherent story or even a coherent viewpoint from which to provide insight into either the changes that we see in the present or their historical precursors.
The book's strength is its grand sweep. It starts with de Tocqueville and ends with Microsoft. There are separate chapters on each decade from 1860 to 1990, so if you want a sense of who the big players -firms, businessmen, politicians, and even an occasional intellectual or activist --were in any decade, a quick perusing of the appropriate chapter will provide it. In each chapter, Geisst combines a review of the major anti-trust cases with a description of the activities of the largest firms and minibiographies of many of the men who led them. He integrates a discussion of popular culture's view of monopoly and big business. The integration of politics and economics, biography and business history, ideology and law could give us fresh insights into monopolies, our attitudes toward them and their impact on the economy and society.
Unfortunately, the book offers little more than tantalizing tidbits in this direction. Geisst, a clearer and more consistent view of his subject would have led to a more useful book. Hopefully the author will delve more deeply into some of these issues in the future.
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